
2 0 1 7  P O L I C Y  S UMMA R Y  
The goal  of  the Children's  Behavioral  Health Collaborative (CBHC)  is  to  

transform New Hampshire 's  current mental  health and substance use 

disorder system into one that  is  comprehensive,  integrated,  and family-  

and youth-driven.  In the 2017 legislative session,  the CBHC successfully 

advocated for  several  posit ive state-level  policy changes to  help achieve 

that  goal .

The two-year state  budget  includes funding for  children’s  wraparound health services ,  access  to  

mobile  crisis  centers ,  and other necessary paths to  ensure children’s  access  to  mental  health supports .

SB 235 modifies  state  restrictions that  l imited Medicaid reimbursement to  schools  for  children with 

IEPs,  al lowing more schools  to  keep children in their  home districts  by providing the medical  services  

required to al low full  educational  participation.

HB 400 provides multiple  supports  for  children and families  which wil l  improve access  to  behavioral  

health services ,  invluding expanding the availabil ity of  wraparound supports  and services  to  a  wider 

group of  children with severe behavioral  health issues.

HB 468 removes a  crit ical  l icensing barrier  for  mental  health professionals  becoming l icensed to 

practice  in New Hampshire,  helping address  NH's  behavioral  health workforce shortage and ensuring 

children get  the behavioral  health supports  that  they need.

HB 538 al lows mental  health practit ioners  holding a  l icense in another state  to  begin working in New 

Hampshire immediately,  helping address  NH's  behavioral  health workforce shortage and ensuring 

children get  the behavioral  health supports  that  they need.
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THE  STATE  BUDGET

SB  235
RELAT IVE  TO  MED ICA I D  RE IMBURSEMENT  TO  

SCHOOLS  FOR  STUDENTS  WITH  MED ICA L  NEEDS

REQU IR ING  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEA LTH  AND  HUMAN  SERV ICES  

TO  DEVELOP  A  1 0 -YEAR  PLAN  FOR  MENTA L  HEA LTH  SERV ICES

RELAT IVE  TO  L I CENSURE  OF  MENTA L  HEA LTH  

PRACT I T I ONERS  FROM  OTHER  STATES

REQU IR ING  TEMPORARY  L I CENSURE  OF  A  PERSON  HOLD ING  AN  

OCCUPAT IONA L  OR  PROFESS IONA L  L I CENSE  I N  ANOTHER  STATE  OR  COUNTRY
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